
Town of Camden 
 Select Board Meeting  

March 15, 2016 – 6:30 PM 
Washington Street Conference Room 

 
Select Board meetings are broadcast live on Time Warner Channel 22 

Select Board meetings are web streamed at www.townhallstreams.com/locations/camden-me 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Communications, Presentations, and Recognitions 
 

a) Presentation by Mid-Coast School of Technology Region 8 Board regarding Facilities Study 
 

b) Presentation by Camden Energy and Sustainability Committee regarding solar energy 
legislation 
 

c) Presentation by the Downtown Network Board’s Design Team regarding a downtown 
lighting project 

 
3. Citizen Comments (for items not on the agenda) 

 
4. Approval of Select Board Minutes of  March 1, 2016 
 
5. Select Board Member Reports 

 
6. Town Manager Report 

 
7. New Business 

 
A. Request to correct the name of a private road located at approximately 162 

Washington St to Lamphier Lane 
 
Background:   At the March 1 meeting, the Select Board voted to approve the name as 
submitted (Lamptier Lane).  After that action, the property owner contacted us to have 
it corrected to Lamphier Lane. 
 

B.  Appointment of Mark Siegenthaler as an alternate member of the Planning Board. 
 
Background:  This appointment will be in effect until committee appointments are 
made in June 2016. 
 

C. Review and approval of bids for improvements to Seabright Dam (concrete repairs and 
gate replacement) 
 
Background:   The Town received six bids for the Seabright Dam concrete repairs and 
gate replacement.  The bids ranged from $34,000 to $78,316.  Although N.F. Luce, Inc. 
was the low bidder, their submittal did not meet the bid specifications.   
 
The next lowest bid was by Atlantic Mechanical Inc. They met the bid specifications.  
Staff recommends awarding the bid to Atlantic Mechanical in the amount of $41,713. 

http://www.townhallstreams.com/locations/camden-me


D. Election of Members to the Mid-Coast Regional Planning Commission 
 
Background:   The Mid-Coast Regional Planning Commission (MCRPG) provides land 
use and transportation planning services to the member communities in Knox and 
Waldo counties. There are 5 openings on the Mid-Coast Regional Planning Commission 
Board and 5 candidates.   Camden is represented on the Board by Town Manager Pat 
Finnigan. 
 

****** 
 
Adjourn 
 
Board of Assessors 
 
1. Call to order as the Board of Assessors 

 
A. Consideration of abatements for the following real estate taxes as recommended by the 

Assessor Agent for the year 2015-2016 in the amount of $987.99 
 
RE 2480 756 HOPE ROAD  $45.39 

 Quadrennial Inspection 
 
RE 1455 94 ELM STREET  $942.60 
Assessment Error.  
 

 
Adjourn 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





To: Camden Select Board 
From: Camden Energy and Sustainability Committee 
March 9, 2016 
 
The Camden Energy and Sustainability Committee recommends that the Select Board adopt a 
resolution supporting passage of comprehensive solar legislation in Maine that would remove 
current barriers to expanding solar power development, particularly in medium- and large-scale 
solar markets.  
 
The attached Resolution would express the Camden Select Board’s support for such legislation. 
Camden would be joining other municipalities in asking the State to make comprehensive solar 
legislation a priority.  
 
Currently, state regulations for distributed generation limit the credit for any given solar array to 
nine electric meters and restrict a single system size to 660 kW. These constraints prevent 
development of solar arrays that maximize potential return on investment. Consequently, Maine 
has fallen far behind nine other northeastern states in installed solar watts per capita and behind 
five New England states in solar jobs per 1,000 people. 

The resolution supports a revision to regulations allowing municipalities to maximize options for 
developing solar arrays, opening the way to $30-40 million per year in additional revenue for 
Maine’s towns and cities.  

There are other substantial net benefits of distributed solar energy, as explained in the “Value of 
Solar Study” released by the Maine Public Utilities Commission: potentially reduced need for 
new generation and transmission facilities; reduced transmission distances; and energy 
generation that coincides with peak summer power demand. The study also affirms the 
environmental benefits associated with solar generation. 

Recognizing both the potential to develop more solar in Maine and the need to revise regulations, 
the Legislature directed the Public Utilities Commission to convene a stakeholders’ process to 
explore new approaches for solar energy. The Office of the Public Advocate led a series of 
Stakeholders’ meetings through the fall and early winter of 2015-2016, which brought together 
solar developers and installers, utilities, conservation organizations, local citizen groups and 
public advocates, large consumers, lawmakers and municipalities. The three municipalities at the 
table, Rockland, Falmouth and South Portland, expressed the need to remove current artificial 
limits and presented data showing opportunities for solar PV on landfills and other municipally 
owned sites. They also demonstrated the importance of moving beyond the State’s current 
limited net-energy billing system to a more sustainable and more broadly beneficial solar energy 
policy.  

The Office of the Public Advocate has drafted legislation incorporating the results of the 
stakeholders’ process (at http://www.maine.gov/meopa/about/legislative_reports.shtml). Now is 
an opportune time for municipalities to express support for legislative provisions that would 
support expanded solar opportunities. 

http://www.maine.gov/mpuc/electricity/elect_generation/documents/MainePUCVOS-ExecutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/mpuc/electricity/elect_generation/documents/MainePUCVOS-ExecutiveSummary.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/meopa/about/legislative_reports.shtml


Resolution to Support a Market-Based Approach to Expanding Opportunities for 
Municipal, Small Business, and Large-scale Solar Projects in Maine 

 
 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE CAMDEN SELECT BOARD AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Whereas, Maine has the lowest amount of installed solar electrical power generation (in watts 
per capita, 2014) of any state in New England; and  
 
Whereas, the price of solar photovoltaic panels declined 55 percent between 2002 and 2013, 
making solar a financially competitive option for many businesses, municipalities, and homes; 
and  
 
Whereas, the solar industry provides great potential for job growth, having grown twelve times 
faster than the overall US workforce between 2010 and 2015, and Maine has fallen behind 
other states in New England with the fewest solar jobs per capita of any other New England 
state; and 
 
Whereas, solar generation capacity peaks on long summer days when demand on the electrical 
transmission grid is highest, which makes localized solar generation a cost-effective option both 
to minimize stress on the transmission grid and to minimize the cost of major grid expansion 
projects; and 
 
Whereas, Maine receives nearly 20 percent more annual sunshine than Germany, the world’s 
leader in solar development; and 
  
Whereas, Maine’s current regulations governing distributed sources of electrical power 
generation create significant barriers for municipalities and businesses to develop cost-effective 
solar projects to offset their power consumption; and 
  
Whereas, community solar project size in Maine is constrained due to the current rules which 
restrict to nine the number of electrical meters that can be offset by a solar project, in effect 
limiting large-scale solar projects to serve nine homes or fewer; and 
 
Whereas, the Public Utilities Commission held seven stakeholder meetings at which 
municipalities (as represented by Rockland, Falmouth, and South Portland), environmental 
organizations, the Office of the Public Advocate, solar developers, utilities and grid-scale 
developers, legislators, as well as other interested parties reviewed options for expanding solar 
in Maine; and  
 



Whereas, the market-based concepts and reforms put forward by the Office of the Public 
Advocate and refined through this stakeholder process are intended to increase the amount of 
solar capacity that could be developed in Maine over the next six years by 250 megawatts; and  
 
Whereas, the concepts put forward, if adopted in statute and rules, would remove many 
barriers limiting the development of cost effective municipal, large scale, and commercial solar 
projects, and 
 
Whereas such regulatory improvements could provide greater options for Camden’s renewable 
energy initiatives, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SELECT BOARD OF THE TOWN OF CAMDEN:  
That the Select Board supports the proposed concepts and reforms to the regulations 
governing solar distributed generation in Maine and urges the Second Session of the 127th 
Legislature and the Public Utilities Commission to adopt these changes; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Select Board designates the Town Manager to 
communicate the Select Board’s support to the Legislature’s Energy and Utilities Committee, 
State Representatives and Senators, the Public Utilities Commission, and to other 
municipalities.  
 
 
 
Approved this  _____    day of March 2016  
 
__________________________________          _________________________________ 
John R. French, Jr., Chairperson   Donald A. White, Jr., Vice-Chairperson 
 
 
__________________________________          _________________________________ 
Martin Cates                    James Heard. 
 

 
________________________________ 

Leonard Lookner 
 
 
 

 
 
Attest: ___________________________________ Date: __________________________  
Katrina Oakes, Camden Town Clerk 
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Town of Camden 
Select Board Meeting 

March 1, 2016   
    

Minutes 
 
Present:  Select Board Chair John French and Select Board Members, Don White, Leonard 
Lookner, Martin Cates, James Heard, and Town Manager, Pat Finnigan.   
 

1. Call to Order 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm. 
 

2. Communications, Presentations, and Recognitions 
 
There were no official Communications, Presentations, or Recognitions. 
 

3. Citizen Comments (for items not on the agenda) 
 
 No citizens came forward to speak.  
 Don White reminded everyone that the Camden Public Library will hold a Book Sale this 
 weekend, March 5th & 6th inside the Library. 

Leonard Lookner spoke about a fellow member of Camden’s Select Board, John French, and 
his selfless giving to the community by fixing the cars of those in need on his own time. 
Leonard said that this is a remarkable example of community helping each other out, and 
applauded John French. 
John French thanked Rockport for a very gracious weekend, including Thursday evening.  
All had a great time. 
Martin Cates reiterated the sentiment of John French regarding the Rockport Celebration. 
 

4. Approval of Select Board Minutes of February 16, 2016 
 
 James Heard made a motion to accept the minutes as presented and Don White seconded this. 
 The motion carried 5-0. 

 
5. Select Board Member Reports 

 
Don White reported on upcoming meetings for the Planning Board, which will take place 
on the 1st & 3rd Wednesdays in March due to the Budget Committee Meetings which will be 
held on the Thursdays in March. Wednesday, March 2, 2016 will be the next Planning Board 
Meeting. The Tannery Workgroup Meeting will take place on Thursday evening at 4pm with 
3 guests attending, one from Ransom Consulting Group and two from Maine DEP. 
Leonard Lookner reported on the Conservation Committee Meeting, which discussed 
taking an inventory of ash trees to get ahead of a possible future infestation of the ash borer. 
The other inventory they will undertake is what lands would be worth protecting for the 
future. 
John French reported that there are upcoming meetings regarding MCSW and PERC and 
the changes that will be taking place in the near future. 
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6. Town Manager Report 
 
Pat Finnigan reported that March is Budget month and the meetings of the Budget 
Committee will historically take place the 5 Thursdays in March. The first one to be held 
this coming Thursday, and they will set the schedule at that meeting for the next ones. 
These meetings are web-streamed, on the cable channel and open to the public. She also 
called attention to the many upcoming Solid Waste Meetings. Congratulations to Rockport 
on a good spirited, fun and inclusive event over the weekend.   
 

7. Public Hearings 
 
A. Liquor License 
 
1) Application of Port Clyde Seafood Company, d/b/a Rhumb Line at 59 Sea Street for a Class 

XI Restaurant/Lounge Malt, Spirituous, and Vinous Liquor License. 
  
 After no comments from the public, Leonard Lookner made a motion to accept the 
 application. James Heard seconded this and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

B. Requests for new road names: 
 

1) Request by Frost & Bryant on behalf of Minor Bishop to name a road located at 
approximately 162 Washington St to be named Lamptier Lane. 
 
After no comments from the public, James Heard made a motion to accept the request. Don 
White seconded this and the motion passed 5-0. 
 

2) Request by Lawrence and Denise Singer to name a road located at 90 Elm St (an extension 
of the existing entrance) to Wolf Way. 
 

 After no comments from the public, and a bit of discussion by the Board, Don White made a 
 motion to accept the request. James Heard seconded this and the motion passed 4-1, with 
 Leonard Lookner dissenting. 

 
8. New Business 
 

A. Renewal of the revocable license for the Megunticook Rowing Club 
 
The Megunticook Rowing Club has used the area near Barrett Cove to place floats to 
conduct programs and training for the last 5 years.  The public is allowed to use this area. 
The revocable license allows the Town to provide the Megunticook Rowing Club three 
months’ notice to rescind permission to use this area.  The license is for five years.   
Robert Short, President of the Rowing Club assured the Board that there are no changes 
from the previous 5 years.  
 
Don White made a motion to accept the renewal of this revocable license for the next five 
years. James Heard seconded this and the motion carried 5-0. 
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B. Consideration of a proposed Charter Amendment to allow information about ballot 
questions to be printed on the ballot  

 
 This Charter change will allow the Town to include a brief explanation on the ballot of  
 questions people are voting on.   This will help inform voters about proposed  ordinance 
 amendments, zoning amendments, and other items they are voting on.  Currently this is 
 not allowed.  This item is for discussion to determine if the Select Board wants to present 
 this to the citizens at a public hearing.  
 
 After some discussion, Don White made a motion to bring the issue forward to a Public 
 Hearing. Martin Cates seconded this motion and it passed 5-0. 

 
C. Consideration of a proposed Charter Amendment – Board of Assessment Review 

 
 This Charter amendment would allow the tax assessment appeals to be heard by the 
 County Board of Assessment Review or the local Board of Assessment  Review.   The local 
 BAR needs to meet infrequently, whereas the County Board meets on a regular basis to 
 hear assessment appeals from throughout the county.  This allows them to be trained and 
 more experienced to act on the appeals that come before them. This item is for discussion 
 to determine if the Select Board wants to present it to the citizens at a public hearing.  
 
 After some discussion, Leonard Lookner made a motion to bring the issue forward to a 
 Public Hearing. James Heard seconded this motion and it passed 5-0. 
  

D. Consideration of a proposed Charter Amendment to change from a Board of 
Assessors to a Single Assessor 

 
 Camden and Rockport recently decided to have a joint Assessing Department to serve 
 both Towns.  The Camden Select Board serves as the Board of Assessors and has an 
 Assessors Agent to perform the assessing functions.   The Rockport Select Board ceased 
 being the Board of Assessors in 2005.  The purpose of this Charter Amendment is to 
 recognize the complexity and amount of work required to perform the tax assessment 
 duties and change from having the Select Board serve as the Board of Assessors to having 
 a single Assessor who is trained and certified by Maine law.  This item is for discussion to 
 determine if the Select Board wants to present it to the citizens at a public hearing.  
 
 After much discussion, Martin Cates made a motion to bring the issue forward to a 
 Public Hearing. Don White seconded this motion and it carried 5-0. 

 
 
 Adjourn 
  
 Don White made the motion to adjourn as the Select Board and to convene as the Waste 
 Water Commissioners. Martin Cates seconded this motion, and it carried 5-0.  

 
************* 

 
  Wastewater Commissioners 
 

 1. Call to order as Wastewater Commissioners 
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 2. Approval of quarterly billings and certificate of Commitment of Sewer Bills: 
 

a. Certificate of Commitment of Sewer User Rates  for July 11, 2015-October 15, 2015 in the 
amount of $369,623.33 

b. Certificate of Commitment of Sewer Rates for October 15, 2015 to January 14, 2016 in the 
amount of $266,701.52. 

 
 James Heard made a motion to approve both a. and b. Don White seconded this and the 
 motion carried 5-0. 
 
 Adjourn 
 

 The meeting came to a close at 7:05 pm. 

 
 Don White made the motion to adjourn and Martin Cates seconded this. The motion carried 
 5-0. 
 
 Workshop 
 
 Topics:  FY 16 Budget (Y-T-D) 

   FY17  
 
 
       Respectfully submitted, 

 

       _________________________ 

       Nora E. McGrath, Recording Secretary 

 

 































Base Bid

N.F. Luce   * $34,000.00

Atlantical  Mechanical $41,713.00

Cianbro $46,150.00

Knowles Industrial $50,950.00

Prock Marine $73,497.00

Gordon Contracting $78,316.00

* Did not meet specs

Bids were opened on Thursday, February, 2016.  Witnessed by Janice Esancy
Pat Finnigan, and representatives from perspective bidders

SLUICE GATE BID RESULTS     02.25.16





 
To: Board of Assessors 

From:  Caitlin Anderson, Assessor’s Clerk 

Date: March 11, 2016 

RE:  Property Tax Abatement 

 
The attached Abatements for Real and Personal Property are for valuation errors.   
Below is an explanation of the individual issues. 
 
ABATEMENTS 
 

RE 2480 756 HOPE ROAD  $45.39 
 Quadrennial Inspection 
 Assessor recommends this abatement. 

 
RE 1455 94 ELM STREET  $942.60 
Assessment Error. 
Assessor recommends this abatement. 
 
 
 
 
 

TOTAL ABATEMENT VALUE   $987.99 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Caitlin Anderson 
 
Caitlin D. Anderson 
Assessor’s Clerk 
 
 

M
EM

O
 



TOWN OF CAMDEN 
CERTIFICATE OF ABATEMENT 

Title 36 M.R.S.A. §841 

File Number: 
Tax Year: 
Account: 
Location: 

29-2016
2016
RE 2480
756 Hope Road

Property Owner: Evangeline Casqueiro & Juanita Carle
756 Hope Road, Camden ME 04843

Abated Value 
Tax Rate     

$ 3000 
    x  $15.13____ 

Abated Tax 

Reason: 

      $ 45.39 

Assessment Error 

We hereby certify to Brenda Fisher, Tax Collector for the Town of Camden, 
Maine, that an abatement of property tax has been granted by us to the 
above named property owner in the amount of $45.39.   

You are hereby discharged from any further obligation to collect the amount 
abated as provided by law. 

Date: _______________________________, 2016 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Original to be affixed to the 2016 commitment book. 



TOWN OF CAMDEN 
CERTIFICATE OF ABATEMENT 

Title 36 M.R.S.A. §841 

File Number: 
Tax Year: 
Account: 
Location: 

30-2016
2016
RE 1455
94 Elm Street

Property Owner: Peter & Kim Palermo
94 Elm Street, Camden ME 04843

Abated Value 
Tax Rate     

$ 62300 
x  $15.13____ 

Abated Tax 

Reason: 

$ 942.60 

Assessment Error 

We hereby certify to Brenda Fisher, Tax Collector for the Town of Camden, 
Maine, that an abatement of property tax has been granted by us to the 
above named property owner in the amount of $942.60.   

You are hereby discharged from any further obligation to collect the amount 
abated as provided by law. 

Date: _______________________________, 2016 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 

Original to be affixed to the 2016 commitment book. 


	Select Board Agenda 03.15.16
	COMMUNICATIONS
	2a.  Presentation by MST
	2b.  Presentation by Energy Committee
	Energy Resolution
	2c. Presentation by Downtown Network
	4. Approval of Board Minutes 03.01.16
	NEW BUSINESS
	7a. Planning Board Appointment
	7b.  Seabright Dam Sluice Gate
	Sluice Gate Bid Packet
	Sluice Gate Results
	7d. Election of MCRPC Board
	ASSESSORS
	1. Assessing Memo
	RE 2480
	RE 1455



